In the Corinthians passage we see seriously divergent views: the cross is either FOOLISHNESS or the POWER OF GOD.

For this sermon, we’ll focus on verse 18: “The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”
The fact that some do not accept Christ crucified comes as no surprise. It is offensive, shameful, and disgusting. It should horrify and assault us because crucifixion is about shame. It was designed to torture, display, and humiliate the condemned. Crosses were placed in open areas as a form of public ridicule. The crowds would gather to increase the degradation of the crucified by jeering, mocking, and insulting them. Crucifixion was for the scum of the earth.

And it was more than just a death sentence. It was the stripping of all dignity. Jesus’ crucifixion was a ritual of humiliation. The guards mocked him by bowing then spit in his face….they punched him while blindfolded…they draped him in a purple robe and crowned him with thorns….they yanked out his beard…and all these things were deliberate acts to shame him. He was defiled, obscenely displayed, mocked, beaten, stripped naked, and covered with dirt, sweat, and blood.
The religious folks couldn’t accept a defeated Savior. They could not get over it.  The cross was offensive and foolish because they were looking for a Messiah who would perform miracles, not die as a criminal.
The philosophers couldn’t believe in a God who would “take frail flesh and die.” They laughed at the story of a dying savior. Why hope to be saved by one that could not save himself?

Even ministers today have a hard time with the cross: “The crucifixion of Jesus for the sins of the world is pretty repulsive as well as nonsensical. The cross is divine child abuse—a vengeful Father, punishing his Son for an offence he has not even committed. What sort of God was this, getting so angry with the world and the people He created and then, to calm Himself down, demanding the blood of his own son? It makes God sound like a psychopath.”
Dostoyevsky gives us a picture of how Jesus and his cross are seen as foolish. Most people know of Crime and Punishment. But there is another, lesser known work that is profoundly significant for us. 

Dostoyevsky’s book, the Idiot, is about a prince, Prince Myshkin of Russia.  The odd thing about this novel is the way in which Prince Myshkin interacts with the surrounding characters. Myshkin’s antagonists are rage-filled, backbiting, power-hungry, and envious.  They struggle for accolades and live like beasts.

Yet, Dostoyevsky does something dramatic with his Prince Myshkin as he is dropped in the middle of this depravity, and then forced to struggle with the reality of people’s sins. His interaction with this corrupt and immoral group is astounding!  Prince Myshkin is frail and simple.  He speaks clearly and without lies.  He loves anyone he comes into contact with, especially the peasants and the servants.  He is not self-aggrandizing, and he embodies grace and peace.  And for all of his love and kindness, his meekness and his tenderness, the world around him thinks that he is an idiot. Prince Myshkin is like Christ on the cross, and our world—in all its wisdom—finds him foolish.  He is a Prince, and yet he is now penniless and powerless in a world that despises weakness.  In the world’s eyes, Prince Myshkin is no prince, and he is simply an idiot.
So, why is Jesus not an idiot and why are you not an idiot for trusting Jesus’ work on the cross? Because of what the message of the cross is! Romans 5, 1 Cor 15, 1 John 4 all say this—God demonstrates his own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died FOR us.
The NT looks at the shameful, humiliating, excruciating, painful, and degrading death of Jesus, and then says “FOR” us, sins, me, you. 1 Peter 3:18 says it twice—Christ died FOR sins once for all, the righteous FOR the unrighteous. 1 John 2:2— He is the atoning sacrifice FOR our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.
Until we understand the enormity our condition, the cross makes little sense. The cross is God dealing with his wrath for sin and the destruction from the sins done to us.  The cross reconciles us to God and is the hope for healing for sins done against us. On the cross Jesus deals with the guilt of the victimizer and the shame of the victim. Let’s unpack this a bit. In our confession we talk about sins of thought, word, deed…..things we’ve done and left undone…things done and things done to us.

This includes you not loving your spouse and children, not being generous to others, not speaking kind words of encouragement, not loving your enemy. It includes your adultery, lying, sex outside of marriage, gossip, slander, hatred, lust, anger, and drunkenness. This also includes the effects of sins against you like your experience of sexual assault, the things that have been said to you by your parents, the way your ex-boyfriend treated you, when you were taken for granted or taken advantage of, you should have been protected by your parents, you should have been told the truth and not lied to, when your job should have treated you better.
He died because my sin was so great it separated me from God. He also died to redeem and heal the suffering of the world because of sin.
To some the cross is repulsive and nonsensical, but the bible calls it the “power of God.” When you are weak and beaten down, doesn’t the power of God sound awesome and safe? When you are alone, shamed, and weary you need to know that God exerts himself on your behalf. 

Jesus going to the cross is God choosing the way of weakness.  The cross redefines God as One who was willing to relinquish power for the sake of love. Phillip Yancey writes that: “Power, no matter how well intentioned, tends to cause suffering.  Love, being vulnerable, absorbs it.  In a point of convergence on the hill of Calvary, God renounced the one for the sake of the other.”
The cross is the “power of God” because it applies to all the ways sin destroys. Because sin and is effects are so varied, the cross applies to so much.  The cross is the power of God “as far as the curse is found.”  In whatever way evil has destroyed, THAT is where the cross is the power of God.

This week: father called me about his daughter who was kidnapped and raped by 4 guys, an confession of dark and haunting sins, a woman who got blindsided and dumped by her long-term boyfriend, a guy who ruined his friend’s reputation by telling a secret, etc….

The cross is the power of God…
-To share your sorrows with us….to bear the yoke of pain with you

-To absorb the wrath of God and divert it from you

-To show you that God takes your suffering seriously
-To show you the wealth of God’s love and grace
-To cancel the legal demands of the law against you
-For the forgiveness of your sins

-To make you a child of God

-To take away your condemnation
-To declare that your pain is not forgotten by God
-To make you holy, blameless, and perfect

-To clear your conscience

-To give you eternal life
-To enter your pain and shame
-To reconcile you to himself
-To free us from the slavery of sin

-To give you hope. He who began good work will see it to completion. He died for you. He’s not giving up on you now since he already gave up everything for you.
-To show you that what others mean for evil, God means for good

The message of the cross is for us who “have no power in ourselves to help ourselves.” If this is how you find yourself, then the cross can be for you the way God demonstrates his own love for you. 
If you know too well the depths of destruction, despair, and the overwhelming sense of disgrace, then the message of the gospel is for you as it applies grace to disgrace and redeems what is destroyed.
