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In the Ephesians passage, St. Paul prays in verse 17 is that God might reveal himself to us so we can know God, in order that, in verse 18, the “eyes of our heart will be enlightened.” This fits very well with Paul’s sermon last week about the dwarves who refused to see the beauty around them. The themes of blindness and sight are huge in scripture. In the hymn Amazing Grace, we sing this powerful line: “I once lost but now I’m found…was blind, but now I see.”  What does it mean to have the eyes of our heart enlightened? I think the movie, The Matrix, might be helpful in understanding this.

In the movie, humans are born into a system—the Matrix—and it is all they’ve ever known.  From the moment of birth their brains have been plugged into the system so they think the Matrix is the real world.  But it’s not…and there is a group of rebels going around telling all these enslaved people about the Matrix.  Describing this Matrix, Morpheus, the rebel leader, says: “The Matrix is everywhere.  It is all around us. You can see it when you look out your window or when you turn on your television, you can feel it when you go to work, when you go to church, when you pay your taxes.  It is the world that has been pulled over your eyes to blind you from the truth that you are a slave.  Like everyone else, you were born in to bondage, born into a prison that you cannot smell or taste or touch, a prison for your mind.”

I think the Matrix is a great description of spiritual darkness. It is the fallen world and the fallen human condition. The Matrix is the “world pulled over your eyes to blind you from the truth.” It is the world of illusions that we inhabit most of the time. It is the illusion that we can and should rely on our plans for our future and our riches to secure us and that our power to overcome. The Matrix is analogous to what the Scriptures call “sin” or “our spiritual blindness.”  In the movie there was the Matrix, on one hand, and the Real World, on the other.  In the Scriptures there is “spiritual blindness,” on one hand, and “the eyes of our heart being enlightened,” on the other.  The real world, biblically speaking, is God revealing himself to us through Jesus Christ. 

The point of this sermon is that Jesus unplugs us from the Matrix and shows us the real world. Jesus frees us and shows us that we are more loved than we ever dreamed.
Let’s look at the first part of that—Jesus unplugs us from the Matrix. This is powerfully described in our collect today: “Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious rule.” Colossians 1:13—For God has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 1 Peter 2—Jesus brings us out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

Jesus saves, redeems, restores, enlightens. This is why we worship Jesus. This is why Christians talk about Jesus so much. Left on our own we are in bondage and lost and hopeless and weak and sinful. 

God saves because we need saving, not because we earn his attention.  As the hymn says, “All the fitness he requires is to feel your need of him.” Someone this week asked a great question: “Why did God send Jesus?”  To show you that God loves you. To die for your sins. To take God’s NO (which we deserve) and give us God’s YES (which he deserves).

I said that the point of this sermon is that Jesus unplugs us from the Matrix and shows us the real world and that God loves more than we’ll ever know or deserve. Let’s look at what this means for us. What does it mean for God to love us? When Jesus unplugs us from the Matrix, what do we see? Verse 18 says that we will know 1) the hope to which he has called you, 2) the riches of his glorious inheritance, and 3) the immeasurable greatness of his power for us.
First, you can know the hope to which he called you, not your our plans. You need hope because this world is suffering. Hope is not wishy-washy "hope so" desire, but a firm expectation. The only reason hope isn’t wishful thinking is because God is sovereign. Rom 8:28 says “In all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” Because God is merciful and sovereign, he uses everything for your good.  It doesn’t say he MIGHT use SOME THINGS. It says he uses ALL THINGS for your good.  He’s so merciful and creative and sovereign that he uses your failures, your sins, your sufferings, even the sins done against you, your weaknesses, your fears, your anxieties, your foolishness, your struggles, and your worries….FOR YOUR GOOD. He uses everything, no matter what it is, for your ultimate good.
If he can turn the murder of his Son, the ultimate travesty in justice, into the redemption of the world, how much more can he use things in your life for you ultimate good? If he can turn murder into salvation, you can be confident that he can transform and use things in your life. You need this hope because the Matrix only offers despair.

Life magazine some years ago published an entire book on how individuals have coped with the quest for meaning. Jose Martinez, a taxi driver in New York, provides a glimpse of hopelessness: “We're here to die, just live and die. I live driving a cab. I do some fishing, take my girl out, pay taxes, do a little reading, then get ready to drop dead. Life is a big fake! You're rich or you're poor. You're here, you're gone. You're like the wind. After you're gone, other people will come. It's too late to make it better. Everyone's fed up, can't believe in nothing no more. People have no pride. People have no fear! People only care about one thing and that's money. We're going to destroy ourselves, nothing we can do about it. The only cure for the world's illness is nuclear war. Wipe everything out and start over. We've become like a cornered animal, fighting for survival. Life is nothing.”
That’s the despair that the Matrix offers.  But Jesus says, “In this world you will have troubles, but take heart because I have overcome the world…Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father. And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. So don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.”
That’s the hope we are called to. Second, you can know the riches of his glorious inheritance, not your riches. This really hits home right now.  Our portfolio finally dropped to 50%...and that’s not as bad as some. I’ve been up a few nights worried about our long-term security. And then we have this passage saying receive an inheritance because we are children of God. By trusting in Christ you are called a child of God and your inheritance is overflowing and beyond counting. Jesus said, “I have come that you might have life and have it more abundantly.”

We live lives of struggle and hurt. Paul prays that we will know what we have ahead of us—a precious redemption purchased at great cost by Jesus. Someone described GRACE as an acronym—"God's Riches At Christ's Expense." That sounds like a great summary of the good news.

If you knew that in a few years you would inherit millions of dollars, would it affect your life now? Of course it would. Our expectation of an inheritance in God's presence is to be a comfort in the middle of our present concerns.
So far we’ve seen the hope we are called to and the riches of our inheritance. Third, you can know the immeasurable greatness of his power, not your’s. By using the phrase "incomparably great," Paul heaps one word upon another to impress upon us the extreme, immeasurable nature of the power. God is full-horsepower at your disposal, working in you. Jesus promised, "You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you" (Acts 1:8).
You see, the very same power that empowered Jesus' ministry on earth dwells in us. The very same power that called Lazarus to come out of the tomb lives in you. The power in the hands that touched blind eyes and made them see, that broke bread and multiplied fish and fed 5,000, is in you.

You might be thinking, “Well, that sounds nice, but I feel powerless.” Exactly!  When you are weak he is strong. We have an electrician doing some work in our kitchen.  I asked him about his worse story working with electricity.  He told me a story of working on a light and the electricity surged through him, lifted him of the ladder, and threw him against the wall.  That’s amazing power. That’s kind of like God’s power, except it is for our goodness and not destruction. His great power works in you when and where you can’t stop your sinful impulses and desires.  That which is too great for you is not for him.  Ask him to apply his power against your sin.  His great power works in you and produces the fruit of the Spirit. If you want or need love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, or self-control…ask him to apply his power so you will want to do and actually do things that are pleasing to God.  His great power works in situations where you can’t do anything, where the door looks shut: the relationship that seems injured beyond repair, the health issue that is not hopeful, the financial mess that is suffocating, the darkness that doesn’t lift.

Because Jesus unplugs us from the Matrix, we can see the real world that God prepares for us in this life and in the life to come—“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him—but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit”

